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Senior Pastor
Phyllis Scott

Tree of Life Empowerment Ministries
“A church driven by Christ 

focused on the kingdom”
 
Sunday school                                     9 :00 am
Sunday Worship                                10:00 am
 Family Bible Study  Wednesday    7:00 pm
Prayer Service       Thursday       6:00pm and 
                                    Sunday            8:30 am

10619 McArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA    510 689-9544

THE POST, Aug. 26-Sept. 1, 2015, Page 5www.postnewsgroup.com

Reverend Joe L. 
Smith, Pastor

Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church
5717 Foothill Blvd, Oakland, CA 94605
510-569-7814 * 510-568-4408 fax
A church that prays together, stays together.
“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so....” Psalm 107:2.

Weekly Services
Sunday: Early Morning Worship ......................8:00 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................................ 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday: Bible Study .....................................7:00 p.m.
Saturday: Prayer Hour ..................................... 11:00 a.m.

 

SEVENTH AVENUE 

 MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

1740 7th AVENUE 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94606 

510-834-4273 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

"

Rev. C. T. Johnson, 
Pastor Emeritus 

43 YEARS 
OF SERVICES 

  
"

Rev. Jeffrey  Kirton, 
Pastor 

Mrs. Jamar Kirton, 
First Lady 

"

Church Motto: “There Is Joy In Serving The Lord” 
"

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

BTU AND SUNDAY SCHOOL------------------------------------------9:15 
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES----------------------------------10:45 

 
WEDNESDAY SERVICES 

NOON DAY PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY----------------12:00 – 1:00 
P.M. BIBLE STUDY------------------------------------------------------6:30 

"

EMAIL:seventhavenuebapchurch.com  …  
 ON THE WEB www.seventhavenuebaptistchurch.com 

CHURCH OF ALL FAITHS
2100-5th Ave., Oakland, CA 94606

510-452-2578

Rev. Dr Jeffrey M. Parker
                     First Lady Princess W.Parker 

Order of services
Sunday school 9:30

                  Sunday Celebration of Praise 10:30 
Wednesday Night Pastoral Teaching 7 p.m -8:30 p.m.

Free Food Giveaway Every Saturday 12 noon-4 pm

Sunday 10:00 am………Sunday School
Sunday 11:00 am………Morning Worship
Wednesday 6:30pm……Intercessory Prayer
Wednesday 7:00 pm …..Wednesday Worship Experience                   
Wednesday 7:30 pm…...Choir Rehearsal

 Destiny Christian Fellowship
A Next Level Church Ministering 

in the Spirit of  Excellence
Rev. J. L. Porter, 

Senior Pastor/Teacher
3601 Cutting Blvd,  

Richmond, CA 94804
510-680-5031

Senior Pastor
Phyllis Scott

Tree of Life Empowerment Ministries
“A church driven by Christ 

focused on the kingdom”
 
Sunday school                                     9 :00 am
Sunday Worship                                10:00 am
 Family Bible Study  Wednesday    7:00 pm
Prayer Service       Thursday       6:00pm and 
                                    Sunday            8:30 am

10619 McArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA    510 689-9544
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A Safe Place Awarded $180,000 Grant from 
The Blue Shield of California Foundation

Will Launch Faith and Domestic Violence Project
A Safe Place will launch a 

two-year faith and domestic 
violence project, “Speaking of 
Faith,” thanks to an $180,000 
grant from The Blue Shield of 
California Foundation.

In partnership with the Insti-
tute on Domestic Violence in 
the African American Commu-
nity (IDVAAC), the “Speak-
ing of Faith” project will raise 
awareness and educate the 
faith-based community on best 
practices and models to apply 
when working with families 
experiencing violence in the 
home.

Domestic violence is the 
leading cause of injury to 
women between the ages of 
15-44. More than one million 
children each year witness the 
brutal victimization of a par-
ent at the hands of an intimate 
partner.

The faith environment can 
be a safe and natural place to 
address family violence and re-
lated issues, including children 
that are exposed to violence in 
the home. As a result, there is 
a great need to strengthen the 

delivery of subjective counsel-
ing and guidance.

The project will foster part-
nerships between domestic 
violence programs and faith 
leaders.

A Safe Place will also join 
the Blue Shield Against Vio-
lence (BSAV) Foundation’s 
Culturally Responsive Domes-
tic Violence Network, which 
links 17 statewide domestic 
violence agencies across the 
state.

A Safe Place seeks to break 
the cycle of domestic and fam-
ily violence by providing bat-
tered women and their children 
with safe shelter and resourc-
es, and to prevent violence 
through outreach and educa-
tion.

Since 1976, A Safe Place 
has offered a 24-hour crisis 
line, emergency 20-bed shel-
ter, a children’s program, com-
munity counseling, support 
groups, community education 
and outreach, as well as a Teen 
Violence Prevention Program.

Carolyn Russell, who has 
served as executive director 

of A Safe Place since 1984, 
designed and implemented 
intervention services and pre-
vention activities for victims 
of domestic violence.

These programs include the 
Emergency Shelter Program, 
Teen Dating Violence Preven-
tion Program, and community 
education and outreach pro-
gram.

Through A Safe Place, Rus-
sell has also governed domes-
tic violence programs on both 

the local and state level. As a 
longtime advocate for battered 
women and their children, she 
most recently employed pro-
grams and services for male 
victims of domestic violence.

For more information about 
the Blue Shield Project and 
other events, contact Carolyn 
Russell at (510) 986-8600 x 
315.

Broadway Hustlers, AC Mob’s 
5th Annual Family Reunion

Rev. Ron Linzie

The Broadway Hustlers and 
AC Mob will be holding their 
5th Annual Family Reunion on 
Saturday, Sept. 19,  2 p.m. till 6 
p.m., at deFremery Park, 18th 
at Adeline in Oakland, called 
“A Day of No Violence/All 
Lives Matter.”

The Broadway Hustlers 
were known for its GQ style, 
and business leadership in 
gang activities. They were a 
street gang of more than 75 
men and women that roamed 
Broadway from 2nd Street to 
W MacArthur Blvd. in Oak-
land in the late 70’s and early 
80’s.

The AC Mob was a gang 
that rode the AC Transit buses. 
They were also friends and as-
sociates with the Broadway 
Hustlers. Former AC Mob 
members hold top social ser-
vice positions today.

The Family Reunion will 
feature music, food, spoken 
word, a kid zone and guest 
speakers.

For information, call Rev. 
Ron Linzie “aka” Poison at 

(510) 541-9650 or Rev. Dr. 
Jasper Lowery at (510) 766-
5404 or Michelle Murray aka 
“Niecey” at (510) 472-5255.

 For those who wish to con-
tribute food or funds to support 
the efforts of their street minis-
tries, send donations to Urojas 
Community Services’ corpo-
rate office, 1271 Washington 
Ave., Suite 452, San Leandro, 
CA 94577.

Send your church notes, stories and 
events to Post News Group, Email at
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Sunday 10:00 am………Sunday School
Sunday 11:00 am………Morning Worship
Wednesday 6:30pm……Intercessory Prayer
Wednesday 7:00 pm …..Wednesday Worship Experience                   
Wednesday 7:30 pm…...Choir Rehearsal

 Destiny Christian Fellowship
A Next Level Church Ministering 

in the Spirit of  Excellence
Rev. J. L. Porter, 

Senior Pastor/Teacher
3601 Cutting Blvd,  

Richmond, CA 94804
510-680-5031

BibleWay Missionary 
Baptist Church  

1077 13th St., Richmond, CA 94801
Nathan P. Whittom Sr., Pastor

Sunday School…………….…………9:30 AM
Worship Service….…………….….11:00 AM
Monday Bible Study………….…...5:30PM
Wednesday Bible Study…………11:30AM
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Latter-day Saints  President Russell M. Nelson Speaks at NAACP’s Convention in Detroit

  The president of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Russell M. Nelson re-
minded those assembled for 
the 110th annual national con-
vention of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) 
Sunday in Detroit that differ-
ences need not undermine so-
ciety’s shared humanity.

“We are all connected, and 
we have a God-given respon-
sibility to help make life better 
for those around us,” Presi-
dent Russell M. Nelson said 
during a nine-minute evening 
speech. “We don’t have to be 
alike or look alike to have love 

for each other. We don’t even 
have to agree with each other 
to love each other. If we have 
any hope of reclaiming the 
goodwill and sense of human-
ity for which we yearn, it must 
begin with each of us, one per-
son at a time.

Over the past 18 months, the 
First Presidency (the executive 
administration of the church) 
has made its partnership with 
the NAACP a high priority. 

The groups have met sever-
al times to pursue joint educa-
tion efforts in Chicago and San 
Francisco and employment 
initiatives in Houston and 
Charlotte. 

They have customized the 
Church’s self-reliance services 
materials and programs to be 
most effective for the initia-
tive. 

The two organizations also 
came together on Temple 
Square last May to call all 
people, organizations and gov-
ernments to work together to 
achieve greater civility and ra-
cial harmony. 

Last July, Elder Jack N. Ge-
rard spoke at the NAACP’s 
109th annual convention in 
San Antonio, Texas.

 “I pray that we may in-
creasingly call each other dear 
friends,” Nelson concluded 

Sunday. “May we go forward 
doing our best to exemplify 
the two great commandments 
— to love God and love each 
of His children. 

Arm in arm and shoulder to 
shoulder, may we strive to lift 
our brothers and sisters every-
where, in every way we can. 
This world will never be the 
same.”

Earlier this year, the Church 
honored the NAACP’s com-
mitment to advance equality 
and justice in society.

 “I’m honored to have The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints stand in unity 
with the NAACP to advance 

equality and justice for all,” 
said NAACP President and 
CEO Derrick Johnson. “We 
must recognize and accept the 
importance of creating amity 
with those that are raising the 
consciousness of this nation — 
the Church is committed to do-
ing just that.”

In addition to its joint pur-
suits with the NAACP, the 
Church seeks to strengthen 
African American individuals 
and families through geneal-
ogy. 

The Church helps African 
Americans trace their roots 
as far back as possible. The 
Church donated $2 million in 
February to the International 
African American Museum 
(IAAM), which is set to open 
in 2021 on the former Gads-
den’s Wharf in Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

In December 2016, the 
Church gave an indexed data-
base of the historic Freedmen’s 
Bureau Records to the Smith-
sonian National Museum of 
African American History and 
Culture in Washington, D.C. 

The database contains gene-
alogical information of freed 
African Americans after the 
Civil War.

“Only the comprehension of 
the true fatherhood of God can 
bring full appreciation of the 
true brotherhood of men and 
the true sisterhood of women,” 
Nelson said during a 2018 
celebration of diversity and 
oneness in the church. “That 
understanding inspires us 
with passionate desire to build 
bridges of cooperation instead 
of walls of segregation.”

Rev. Amos Brown (left), pastor of Third Baptist Church, San Francisco and president of the NAACP, San Francisco 
branch greets President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Russell M. Nelson at the 110th annual 
national convention of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Sunday in 
Detroit. Photo courtesy of The Salt Lake Tribune.
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PILGRIM CHURCH HAYWARD
Dr. Larry W. Ellis, Senior Pastor

We Invite You to Join Our Church Family!
Bible Study

Tuesday 6:15pm
Christian Life Class

Sunday 9am
Worship

Sunday 10am

Temporary Worship Location: Mission Paradise Hall
31113 Mission Boulevard, Hayward, CA 94544

To learn more about Pilgrim, visit our website at www.pilgrimbcsm.org

    New Hope Baptist Church, Oakland, CA 
New Hope Baptist Church of Oakland, CA seeks a Senior Pastor who will provide Spirit-directed, 
visionary leadership for our church; and possesses excellent skills in the areas of preaching, 
teaching, counseling and congregational leadership development. Candidates should have five plus 
years Pastoral experience (preferably Senior Pastor), be licensed and ordained by a recognized 
License Ordination Committee and have a Bachelor Degree from an accredited Bible College 
including seminary. Email a cover letter, biography, resume and ministerial license(s) to 
nhbcpastoralsearch@gmail.com on or before April 2, 2020.  For additional information please see 
our website nhbcoakland.org under the heading “pastor”.    No phone calls please. 

Representatives Lee, García Introduce Bill Prohibiting Rental 
Evictions During COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

Barbara Lee Jesús “Chuy” García

Courtesy of
Rep. Lee’s Office

Representatives Barbara Lee 
(CA-13), Jesús “Chuy” García 
(IL-04), and 39 additional co-
sponsors introduced the Rental 
Eviction Moratorium Act on 
Monday, March 23, to prohibit 
landlords from evicting rental 
tenants during the COVID-19 
public health emergency. The 
bill will be part of the third 
COVID-19 stimulus package 
introduced by the House of 
Representatives, the Take Re-
sponsibility for Workers and 
Families Act.

Rep. Barbara Lee said, “As 
more workers are losing their 
jobs or having their hours lim-
ited, families are put at risk of 
missing rent or forgoing food on 
the table. We can’t allow people 
to be on the streets in the middle 
of a public health crisis – that’s 
why I worked with Rep. Garcia 
to introduce the Rental Evic-
tion Moratorium Act.  This im-
portant legislation ensures that 
renters in the Bay Area and the 
nation cannot be evicted from 
their homes during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. We must en-
sure that everyone has access to 
quality housing no matter their 
financial situation.”

“No one should lose their 
home during the COVID-19 
pandemic which is why I intro-
duced the Rental Eviction Mor-
atorium Act, to prohibit evicting 
renters during this crisis. Fami-
lies are hurting -- they are wor-
ried about their jobs, health, and 
childcare and deserve the cer-
tainty that they won’t be kicked 
to the curb and left homeless if 
they can’t make their rent,” said 

Rep. Chuy García. “Last week I 
authored a letter that 77 Mem-
bers of Congress signed, call-
ing on mortgage lenders to stop 
foreclosures during this public 
health crisis. But nearly a third 
of U.S. residents are renters -- 
in the communities I represent 
in Chicago the ratio is much 
higher. Working-class people, 
immigrants, and renters suffer 
disproportionately from eco-
nomic recessions like the one 
this country will likely be fac-
ing, and they need the financial 
security this bill would provide, 
immediately.”

The Rental Eviction Morato-

rium Act Would:
· Prohibit landlords from 

evicting rental tenants due 
to failure to pay rent or other 

causes unless the tenant per-
petrates a serious criminal act 
that would endanger the health, 
life, and safety of other tenants.

·  Self-terminate six months 
after FEMA terminates the 
emergency declared by the 
President.

Congresswoman Lee is the 
Co-Chair of the Steering & 
Policy Committee, a senior 
member of the Appropriations 
Committee, former Chair of 
the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Chair Emeritus of the Pro-
gressive Caucus, Co-Chair of 
the Pro-Choice Caucus, and a 
Senior Democratic Whip. She 
also serves as Chair of the Ma-
jority Leader’s Task Force on 
Poverty and Opportunity.

Congress Passes Anti-Lynching Bill After 
200 Failed Attempts Over 100+ Years

Rep. Bobby Rush, who rep-
resents the Chicago district 
where Emmett Till lived, and 
Los Angeles Rep. Karen Bass 
with a photo of Emmett Till 
speaking before the House 
passed the bill last month. 
Photo courtesy of Rush press 
office.

By Brandon 
Patterson

The Senate 
passed a bi-par-
tisan bill crimi-

nalizing lynching at the federal 
level this week, sending the bill 
to President Biden’s desk after 
the House approved the bill 
in January. The Emmett Till 
Anti-Lynching Act, named for 
the 14-year-old Chicago boy 
whose brutal murder in Mis-
sissippi in 1955 helped catalyze the 
Civil Rights Movement, allows a 
crime to be prosecuted as a lynch-
ing if a victim is killed or injured 
as the result of a hate crime with a 
sentence of up to 30 years in prison. 
The Senate passed the bill unani-
mously, though three Republican 
members of the House — from 
Georgia, Kentucky, and Texas —
voted against it.

The bill’s passage by Congress 
marks the end of hundreds of failed 
attempts to pass anti-lynching leg-
islation over more than a century. 
Congress failed to pass such legis-
lation more than 200 times over the 
last 122 years, according to USA 
Today. 

The first piece of anti-lynching 
legislation was introduced by Rep. 

Chairwoman Barbara Lee Notes 
Anniversary of American Rescue Plan

Congresswoman
Barbara Lee

By Sean Ryan

Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee, Chair of the House Appro-
priations Subcommittee on State 
and Foreign Operations, issued 
the following statement on March 
11, marking one year since the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 was signed into law:  

One year ago today, President 
Biden signed the American Res-
cue Plan (ARP) into law follow-
ing passage by Congress, cata-
pulting a historic recovery that 
has led to one of the strongest 
periods of economic growth in a 
century.

Many Americans had been 
left to fend for themselves during 
one of the worst public health and 
economic crises in history. The 
ARP expanded access to vaccines 
and testing; provided economic 
relief that kept millions out of 
poverty; prevented a catastrophic 
wave of evictions and foreclo-
sures; helped small businesses 
and schools stay afloat; and made 
critical investments in the expan-
sion of health care coverage and 
reducing costs for millions.

In my district in California’s 
East Bay, the ARP has been trans-
formative, especially its expan-
sion of the Child Tax Credit. Fam-
ilies in my district alone received 
74,000 individual payments for 
a total of close to $160 million 

during the last half of 2021. For 
thousands of families in our com-
munity, this money meant the dif-
ference between having childcare 
or not, having healthy food on the 
table or not, having a secure place 
to live or not. 

Through my Covid Commu-
nity Care Act, we also delivered 
vital funding to support commu-
nity-based efforts to hire and mo-
bilize community outreach work-
ers, community health workers, 
social support specialists, and 
others to increase vaccine access 
for the hardest-hit and highest-
risk communities through high-
touch, on-the-ground outreach to 
educate and assist individuals in 
getting the information they need 
about vaccinations.

Looking back on its impact, 
we now have analyses showing 
that the ARP resulted in 4 mil-

lion jobs and nearly doubled 
GDP growth—and without it, 
we would have neared a double-
digit recession. Compared to 
previous economic recoveries, 
this past year’s has also been far 
more equitable in terms of prog-
ress against child poverty, food 
insecurity, and unemployment 
for low-income communities and 
communities of color.

With that said, we still have a 
long way to go on all of these is-
sues. Too many still lack access to 
the health care they need to live a 
fulfilling life. Millions of Ameri-
cans are struggling to put food on 
the table amid rising costs, from 
the ongoing housing crisis to the 
recent spike in gas prices to the 
ever-growing cost of childcare. 
And the pervasive racial and gen-
der inequities laid bare by CO-
VID are deeper than ever.

I urge Americans to look at 
what the American Rescue Plan 
did in just a single year as a tes-
tament to the transformative im-
pact government can have when 
it prioritizes people. I thank Presi-
dent Biden and my Democratic 
colleagues in Congress for their 
steadfast leadership and look 
forward to continuing to work to-
gether to deliver for the American 
people.”

Sean Ryan is a member of 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee’s 
media relations office.

 

Women’s History Month: California Group Honors Leaders, Discusses Priorities

Top L-R: Delane Sims, Hon. Cheryl Brown; Bottom L-R Shavon-
da Webber-Christmas, Sylvia Drew Ivie.

By Charlene Muhammad,
California Black Media

To mark Women’s History 
Month, The California Black 
Women’s Collective (CBWC) 
honored more than 100 Black 
women leaders from across the 
state from different profession-
al backgrounds, including me-
dia executives, public health 
professionals, activists, politi-
cians and more. 

The organization also held 
a series of panel discussions 
leading up to the celebration 
and highlighted several policy 
priorities, including aging and 
elder care. 

The Hon. Cheryl Brown, a 

retired California Assembly-
member and a commissioner 
on the California Commission 
on Aging said 23% of Black 
women live in poverty, which 
is the second-highest percent-
age in the U.S. — only behind 
Native American women.

Brown pointed out that Gov. 
Gavin Newsom set aside $2 
billion for the Master Plan on 
Aging, a 10-year project, but 
she questioned, how would the 
people the money is intend-
ed to help access the money. 
Brown said currently there are 
not effective systems in place 
to inform people about getting 
the help they need.

The funds, she said, will 

funnel down through the Cali-
fornia Department of Aging 
down to county agencies.  

“That’s why it’s critical to 
get involved on those levels,” 
Brown emphasized.  

Ahead of Women’s History 
Month, a group of influen-
tial California Black women 
brought their perspectives to-
gether last month in a virtual 

“fireside chat” to take a broad-
er look at aging and elder care 
in the Black community. 

Whether they were ex-
pressing the joys of caring 
for a loved one or exposing 
the range of challenges Black 
women face as they age, the 
panelists shared useful insights 
that could shape public health 
policy or improve ways Afri-
can American caregivers at-
tend to the needs of aging fam-
ily members.

“This is our third event as 
part of the California Black 
Women Empowerment se-
ries,” said Yvonne Wheeler, a 
member of the strategy team 
of the CBWC. The event was 
organized in partnership with 
Black Women Organized for 
Political Action (BWOPA).

“Our goal is to talk about 
the issues that are important 

to Black women in California 
and today the topic is ‘Black 
Women Aging With Dignity 
and Respect.’” 

During their remarks, panel-
ists outlined resources Black 
women need to make sure that 
their needs are met while el-
evating some concerning sta-
tistics.

“Black women in California 
have many barriers in their ev-
eryday life. As we get older, the 
issues don’t change. The issues 
just get more complicated,” 
said Regina Brown Wilson, 
moderator of the event and ex-
ecutive director of California 
Black Media.

“Before COVID-19, we 
were already experiencing fi-
nancial hardship, poor health 
outcomes, and when the pan-

Continued on page 8

George Henry White in 1900. 
White, who represented North Car-
olina, was the House’s only Black 
lawmaker at the time. Democrat 
Sen. Cory Booker and Republican 
Senator Tim Scott, both of whom 
are Black, introduced the legisla-
tion together this time around.

“Although no legislation will 
reverse the pain and fear felt by 
those victims, their loved ones, and 
Black communities, this legislation 
is a necessary step America must 
take to heal from the racial-
ized violence that has perme-
ated its history,” Booker said 
in a statement on March 7. 

Rep. Bobby Rush, who 
represents part of Chicago, 
where Till lived before he was 

To read the full story, go to 
postnewsgroup.com
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Daryle Allums is Golden State 
Warriors’ “Impact Warrior” for 2022

By Tanya 
Dennis

At the June 
13, 2022 game, 
the Golden State 

Warriors presented Daryle 
Allums, founder of Adamika 
Village and Oakland Frontline 
Healers with their 2022 Impact 
Warrior Award.

Allums, a high school drop-
out and former drug dealer, was 
acknowledged for his multiple 
contributions to the Bay Area, 
especially the African Ameri-
can community.

During the Warriors’ Mon-
day night half-time, Allums 
was brought from box seats to 
mid-court to receive his award.  
He shared his special moment 
with mentor and friend Donald 
Frasier, CEO of BOSS, who he 
says had a profound effect that 
turned him around. “I wouldn’t 
be standing here today if it 
wasn’t for Don. He took more 
than one chance on me, helped 
me grow and build my move-
ment.”

Allums’ journey from the 
streets of Deep East Oakland to 
center court Monday began in 
2016, after Allums lost a close 
friend to gunfire while she was 
praise dancing. 

For 24 hours after her death, 
he stood on the street cor-
ner where she was murdered 
and yelled “Stop Killing Our 
Kids.” In 2016 he created Ad-
amika Village#stopkillingou
tkidsmovement and became 
what is known as a “Credible 
Messenger” in the streets.  

Allums has since recruited 
many to his victims-led organi-
zation to intervene and care for 
other victims of violence and 
their families. He has returned 
over 81 human trafficking vic-

Don Frazier from BOSS and Daryle’s mentor and Daryle Allums 
CEO of Adamika Village and Oakland Frontline Healers. Photo 
By Kia Stewart.
tims to their families. When 
the police can’t find missing 
children, he is known for find-
ing and returning them to their 
families.

Allums also started a Peace 
in the Streets movement, and 
with the assistance of Vision 
Quilt installed “peace art” that 
lines International Blvd. from 
74th Ave to 102nd Ave, cover-
ing 1.6 miles of International 
Blvd with anti-violence mes-
saging.

In 2020, Allums, who has 
lupus, saw the high risk COV-
ID-19 posed to vulnerable peo-
ple such as himself and started 
Oakland Frontline Healers, as-
sisted by Dr. Geoffrey Watson 
and best friend Justin Lee.

Oakland Frontline Healers 
serves Oakland’s most vulner-
able populations with PPE, 
food, housing vouchers, vac-
cines, and other services to 
assure Black folks thrive and 
survive the pandemic. 

Realizing the detrimental 

effects of social distancing 
and isolation, OFH is now ad-
dressing the escalating mental 
health issues that have arisen in 
the Black Community.  

Allums shared that “Receiv-
ing that award was something 
I never imagined and makes 
me attribute all my blessings to 
God.”

Allums shared that “Oakland 
Frontline Healers is hosting a 
city-wide Black Mental Health 
Initiative Town Hall on Thurs-
day, June 23 and June 30 at 6 
p.m. via Zoom, which will in-
clude the East Bay Association 
of Black Psychologists, Alame-
da County officials, Children’s 
Hospital and Oakland City 
Councilmembers to discuss 
establishing African Ameri-
can Healing Hubs in West and 
East Oakland. The public is in-
vited to attend by going to this 
link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89462621273

“First we addressed vio-
lence, then COVID-19, now 
Adamika Village#stopkillingo
urkidsmovement and OFH are 
on the frontline to heal people 
that have been subjected to 
violence and COVID-19 and 
are traumatized or have other 
issues,” Allums said. “Current-
ly, there are few places a Black 
person can go to receive cultur-
ally appropriate treatment, but 
that’s about to change.”

To place a Legal Ad contact 
Tonya Peacock: Phone: (510) 
272-4747 Fax: (510) 743-4178 
Email: tonya_peacock@daily-

journal.com All other classifieds 
contact the POST: Phone (510) 
287-8200 Fax (510) 287-8247 
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Groups Unite to Oppose Landmark 
California Mental Health Legislation
By Aldon Thomas Stiles,
California Black Media 

Senate Bill (SB) 1338, also 
known as the “CARE Court 
Program,” is attracting growing 
resistance as it makes its way 
through the legislative process. 
Some legal advocacy and civil 
rights groups say the law would 
negatively effect African Amer-
icans and other minorities. 

The proposal, introduced 
in February by Senators Tom 
Umberg (D-Santa Ana) and 
Susan Talamantes Eggman (D-
Stockton), would create a sup-
portive alternative to the crimi-
nal justice system in California 
for people who are mentally 
ill or suffering from Substance 
Abuse Disorder. 

Focused on the state’s un-
housed population, SB 1338, 
would mandate treatment for 
people diagnosed with mental 
illnesses. About 40% of home-
less adults and children in 
California are Black, a number 
nearly seven times higher than 
the total percentage (5.6%) of 
Black people in a state with 
about 40 million people. 

Opponents of the legislation 
say SB 1338 dangerously ex-
pands judicial power and em-
powers the criminal justice sys-
tem to commit people to mental 
health treatment that is sub-par 

— and often against their will. 
There is also the potential for 
misdiagnosis, they warn. 

“CARE Court promotes a 
system of involuntary, coerced 
treatment, enforced by an ex-
panded judicial infrastructure, 
that will, in practice, simply 
remove unhoused people with 
perceived mental health con-
ditions from the public eye 
without effectively addressing 
those mental health conditions 
and without meeting the urgent 
need for housing,” read the Hu-
man Rights Watch’s (HRW) op-
position letter. 

“We urge you to reject this 
bill and instead to take a more 
holistic, rights-respecting ap-
proach to address the lack of 
resources for autonomy-af-
firming treatment options and 
affordable housing,” the letter 
said.

SB 1338 unanimously 

passed in three Senate commit-
tees before the full State Senate 
approved it in May. 

The legislation is currently 
making its way through the As-
sembly, where the Committee 
on Judiciary is reviewing it. 

“Given the racial demo-
graphics of California’s home-
less population, and the historic 
over-diagnosing of Black and 
Latino people with schizophre-
nia, this plan is likely to place 
many, disproportionately Black 
and Brown, people under state 
control,” HRW’s letter contin-
ued. 

Some members of the Cali-
fornia Association of Mental 
Health Peer Run Organizations 
share HRW’s opinion, claiming 
that the program would “dis-
proportionately affect people of 
color by imposing another un-

Continued on page 8


